Sowing the seeds of love:

John and Danielle’s foundation
aims to help artists who
“deserve to be out there”.
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The JB Seed project is financed by donations from various
sources, including artists like the Waifs, the Ci § Empire and
Missy Higgins, and the money is distributed thriugh an appli-
cation process. It covers a wide spectrum — from indigenous
hip-hop to country rock bands to anti-nuclear films — but
across the range there is a common theme: the idea of building
acommunity of artists in Australia and showing the people in-
volved how to make that community grow and prosper.

“I mean, it’s an old saying,” says Butler, “ but, ‘Give a man a
fish and he eats for a day; teach a man to fish and he eats forev-
er. Like a lot of things that we're involved in, we look at the
issue, and then below that you get to the human issue, and 1
think one of the main issues for artists and what we do is mak-
ing sure that artists can do what they do and make a living.
That’s all they want to do — they don’t want to do a job they
hate, and then try to struggle to make their music — they want
to be able to support their families and play their music. And
most of them don’t want to be rich or famous, they just want to
survive — that's success. That's most people’s definition of suc-
cess. They think, Twant to pay the rent, feed myself, feed the
family, feed my art.” If we can help them do that, then that’s all
we're really interested in; if people take it further than that,
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